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Sandy Valley Kicks of 4th of July with Annual Parade 
 

Top right and middle right photos courtesy of Samantha Robinson 
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One of the most eye-catching entries in Sandy Valley 

4th of July Parade this year was “The Golden Goose” – 

Valley Electric’s restored 1943 Chevy Earth Auger 

Truck.  The truck was originally used by the Signal 

Corps in World War II to reset poles and wires in 

Europe.  After the war, it was brought back to the US 

and used by Amargosa Valley Power in Amargosa and 

Beatty.  When Amargosa Valley Power and Valley 

Electric Associate merged in 1965, it was the co-op’s 

first mechanized power pole digger truck.  Eventually 

retired from power company service, it went to work 

digging fence post holes on a ranch in Utah for many 

years.  After being retired again, the truck sat on the 

ranch for a decade until it was donated to the 

Pahrump Valley Museum where it sat for another 

decade.   Top Notch Repairs in Pahrump performed a 

complete restoration, salvaging 95% of the truck’s 

original components, including the beautiful wood 

steering wheel.  The artists at Top Notch refabricated 

some isolated trim pieces and tail lights and 

completely stripped the truck to do a top to bottom 

restoration.  This bright orange truck with so much 

history was a great addition to this year’s parade. 

 

Specifications 

Make: Chevy Earth Auger Truck 

Model: G-7163, 4WD 

Year: 1943 

Engine: 235 CI, 83HP, incline 6 cvl 

Transmission: 4 speed floor shift 

Signal Corps Reference: K-Series 

Wheelbase: 145 inches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Valley Electric’s Golden Goose Shines at 4th of July Parade 

 

4th of July Fun at Sandy Valley’s Peace Park 
 

Park photos courtesy of Samantha Robinson 
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On Friday, July 6th the Keystone Center in Sandy Valley held its first ballet class.  Led by teacher Ranni Gonzalez, 

the students began their journey into dance.  This class is being offered free of charge to the community and will 

introduce students to “the fundamentals of ballet technique, terminology and movement with an emphasis on 

musicality and creativity.”  For more information about the classes, including the jazz/contemporary dance class 

being offered on Saturdays, visit https://www.sandyvalleydance.com/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Events for August - Southwest 

 Saturday, August 4 – BINGO at the Keystone 

Center in Sandy Valley, 6 pm 

 Tuesday, August 14 - Sandy Valley CAC* 

meeting at the Sandy Valley Community Center, 

7:30 pm 

 Saturday, August 18 - Sandy Valley Community 

Breakfast, 8 am to 10:30 am at the Senior 

Center, $4.00 for the best pancakes & sausage 

or biscuits & gravy 

 Monday, August 19 – Craft class at the Sandy 

Valley Community Center – 18 and over, 6:30 

pm 

 Tuesday, August 28 – Goodsprings CAC* 

meeting at the Goodsprings Community Center, 

7:30 pm 

 Wednesday, August 29 – Red Rock CAC* 

meeting at the Blue Diamond Library, 7 pm 

*CAC = Citizens Advisory Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballet Comes to Sandy Valley 
 

https://www.sandyvalleydance.com/
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Indian Springs “Let Freedom Ring” at July 4th Parade 
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 Tuesdays at the Indian Springs Community Center – 

Knit, Stitch and Crochet is a great opportunity for 

knitters, crocheters and other fiber artists to gather 

and share their projects & talk over ideas, 10 am 

 Wednesdays at the Indian Springs Community Center 

– Coffee Talk: The doors will be open and the coffee 

will be on, so stop by for some good conversation, 

10:30 am  

 Thursdays at the Indian Springs Community Center – 

The Pathway to Sobriety 12 Step Addiction Recovery 

Open Meeting, 6 to 7 pm, call 702-375-5758 for more 

information 

 Saturdays at Trucks Field in Indian Springs – Just for 

Fun Softball, all residents 18 and over are welcome to 

participate,  7 pm 

 Wednesday, August 8 – Kids Craft at the Indian Springs 

Community Center, 2 pm, $1.00 

 Thursday, August 16 – Indian Springs TAB* meeting at 

the Indian Springs Community Center, 6:30 pm 

 Sunday, August 26 – Full moon hike at Mt. Charleston.  

This easy-to-moderate hike under the full moon This 

unique hike is open to all ages, however it is dark and 

on uneven terrain, so we ask parents not to bring kids 

who need to be carried or who are not steady walkers 

yet.  For more details and to sign up, visit 

https://www.gomtcharleston.com/  

 Thursday, August 30 – BINGO at the Indian Springs 

Community Center, 18+, 7 to 9 pm 

 Thursday, August 30 – Mt. Charleston TAB 

meeting at the Mt. Charleston Library, 7 pm  

*TAB = Town Advisory Board 

Events for August – Northwest 

https://www.gomtcharleston.com/
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The “Seven Magic Mountains” art installation north of Jean along Las Vegas Blvd. has become a popular stop for 

tourists and art enthusiasts, but there is a lesser known example of land art that has existed in Moapa Valley on 

Mormon Mesa.  In 1969, artist Michael Heizer conceived and designed the massive piece of artwork called “Double 

Negative.” 

 

Under the direction of Heizer, 244,000 tons of rock, mostly rhyolite and sandstone, were displaced by local Bryant 

Robison and 2 of his helpers. This created 2 trenches that are each 30′ wide, 50′ deep, and 1500′ long. The excavated 

material was dumped into a natural canyon, and the two trenches straddle either side of this canyon. Per Wikipedia, 

the “negative” in the title thus refers in part to both the natural and man-made negative space that constitutes the 

work. The work essentially consists of what is not there, what has been displaced. 

 

The project was funded by Art Dealer Virginia Dwan, when she purchased the 60 acre site for Double Negative. Heizer 

then transferred property deeds to Dawn. The Dwan Gallery tried to sell the work in 1971, but Heizer stopped that 

from happening. Instead of selling it, Dwan donated Double Negative to the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los 

Angeles, in 1984. Included in the agreement between Heizer and the Museum is their agreement that they will not 

undertake any conservation of the piece, as Heizer wishes to have nature reclaim the land through weather and 

erosion. 

 

Double Negative is located in Moapa Valley and can be accessed via unpaved and unimproved road, 4 wheel drive 

and/or off road vehicles are recommended. For directions and more information about the area and land art, visit: 

https://moapavalleychamber.com/double-negative/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Events for August – Northeast 

 Wednesday, August 15 – Moapa Valley TAB* meeting at the Moapa Valley Community Center, 7 pm 

 Tuesday, August 28 – Moapa TAB* meeting at the Robinson Justice Court & Community Center, 7 pm 

 Thursday, August 30 - Bunkerville TAB* meeting at the Bunkerville Community Center, 7 pm 

*TAB = Town Advisory Board  

 

“Double Negative” Land Art  
 

Information and photos from Moapa Valley Chamber of Commerce 

https://moapavalleychamber.com/double-negative/
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Events for August – Southeast 

 Wednesdays at the Laughlin Library – Lego Club, Ages 5-11, 4 pm** 

 Fridays, August 3 & 17 at the Laughlin Library – Kids Craft Corner, Ages 5-11, 3 pm** 

 Fridays, August 3, 10 & 24 – Movie Matinees at the Laughlin Library, popcorn is provided, 2 pm** 

 Thursday, August 9 – Back to School BINGO at the Laughlin Library, Ages 5-11, 4 pm** 

 Tuesday,  August 14 – Laughlin TAB* Meeting at the Regional Government Center, 1:30 pm** 

 Tuesday, August 14 – National Park Service Presents: Arizona Junior Explorers at the Laughlin Library, All 

Ages, 4 pm** 

 Wednesday,  August 15 - Searchlight TAB* meeting at the Searchlight Community Center, 6 pm 

 Thursday, August 16 – Teen Art Gallery 

Opening Night Reception at the Laughlin 

Library, 4 pm 

 Friday, August 17 – Making Garden Pots 

with Hypertufa at the Laughlin Library, 1 

pm** 

 Saturday, August 18 – Saturday Readers 

Book Club, Laughlin Library, 11 am** 

 Tuesday, August 21 – Device Advice at 

the Laughlin Library, 11 am to 1 pm** 

 Wednesday, August 22 – Adult Crafts at 

the Laughlin Library, 10:30 am** 

 Thursday, August 23 – Art Club: 

Wonderful Watercolors at the Laughlin 

Library, Ages 5-11, 4 pm 

*TAB = Town Advisory Board   **For more 

information call the Laughlin Library at 702-507-

4060 
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Rocky has had an eventful couple of months.  At the end of June, he received his freeze brand.  Freeze branding is the way each 

horse and burro that has been captured from the wild can be identified.  The freeze branding process is pretty simple.  The left 

side of the neck is shaved and washed with alcohol, and then the brand is applied with an iron that is chilled in liquid nitrogen.  

It isn’t painful, but Rocky was definitely not happy to be manhandled and made to stand still! The hair at the site of the mark will 

grow back white so his brand will be visible – although Rocky’s mane flops to the left side, so it is kept hidden most of the time.  

 

The brand is made up of a series of shapes from the International Alpha Angle System.  It indicates the Registering Organization 

(U.S. Government), his year of birth, the area where he was born, and his registration number.  Rocky’s brand looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild horses and burros are also described using a signalment key.  Rocky’s signalment 

key is BG1AAAAAG.  He is a burro – B.  He is a gelding – G.  He has one whorl on his 

forehead – 1.   He has no white anywhere on him – AAAAA.  And, he is gray – G.  All of 

the letters and descriptions are in the chart below to the right.  Because the 

descriptions are used for both horses and burros, some of the items are used more 

often when describing horses.  Although, a burro would be pretty cute with white 

socks! 

 

Rocky can be described by all of those letters, numbers, and symbols - but to us, he 

is just our sweet, ornery, goofy boy!  Rocky has recently received a much needed 

haircut to help with his shedding and has been “helping” out with lots of chores around 

the ranch.  I’ll tell you more about it in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Rocky’s Road: Journey of an Orphaned Burro 

6943 – Rocky’s Registration Number 

62 – The code for Nevada – the 

state where Rocky was born 17 – The year Rocky was born 
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